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Structure of Talk:

1.) Is there a shared experience among our
museums? What is it?

2.) What is D.A.B.S.?

3.) What are some examples of what we can do?

4.) Research Centre for Post-Teutonic Order
Heritage (Malbork)



Shared Experiences: 

History and Heritage.

Top: Coronation of the Virgin (Malbork, c. 1344). Left: 
Wolther von Plettenberg (Riga, 16th century)



Virgin Mary Chapel, Malbork (1945) Grand Master’s Palace, Malbork (1945)



Restoration and „cultural heritage” 
before WW2: Malbork.

F. Frick, Hochmeisterpalast (1799). Malbork, High Castle (pre-restoration).



Voigt, Geschichte 
Marienburgs (1824)

Joachim, Marienburger
Tresslerbuch (1896)

Ziesemer, Marienburger
Ämterbuch (1916)



Shared History and Heritage: Experiences

Turku, 1941. Narva, 1944.





Different Approaches to 
Conservation and Documentation

J. Christoph Brotze, Sammlung
verschiedener Liefländischer
Monumente, 10 vols., 1776-1818

K. von Löwis of Menar, Burgenlexikon 
für Alt-Livland, 1922



Trends in the Eastern Baltic

C. Herrmann, Burgen in 
Livland, 2024

A. Tuulse, Burgen in 
Estland und Lettland, 
1942

A. Caune, Latvijas
viduslaiku pilis IV, 2004



So, what does this all mean?

1.) Our museums and institutions (esp. Castles) form a 
significant cultural landscape.

2.) D.A.B.S. = broader approach through scope of 
destruction and rebuilding.

3.) Potential areas: 

a.) comparisons of neglect of 
monuments

b.) the rise of heritage conservation in both
regions

c.) cross-institutional collaborations / 
publications





Y. Filipov, “Significance of historical and architectural heritage of 
Kaliningrad region,” E3S 291 (2021): 1-7 (Table 1)



Ongoing Projects 1: Creating a „modern 
map” of Teutonic Order castles

5 popular-scientific conferences: 
1.) state of destroying castles after WWII,
2.) Postwar realities,
3.) Political transformations in Poland in
1989,
4.) Best practices in the development of 
castles and castles ruins,
5.) Perspectives for the development most 
at risk objects.

Map: Public domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3176694



On based: Cartographer of the United Nations - The Cartographic Section of the United 

Nations (CSUN), Public domain,https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1768061

and Public domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3176694

Ongoing Projects, 2: Comparison
of historical development of 
teutonic castles

Factors influencing changes:

- Complex regional history

- Changes in borders,

- War,

- Laws concerning management and 

ownership,

- Different conservation practices in other

countries



www.zamek.malbork.pl

Thank you for your attention!

Gregory Leighton
g.Leighton@zamek.malbork.pl
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